
 
  

                     Parra Notes April 28, 2006 

 

Hello Friends: 

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHT 
This was the last week that fiscal bills could be presented and heard in policy committees, and so, most 
legislators were hurriedly running from one committee to the next working on their bills.  
 
Before I get to my week in Sacramento, I would like to present you with an update on where some of my bills 
stand: 
 
AB 2143 (passed, 7-5; Transportation Committee): AB 2143 would change the designation of Highway 43 to 
an inter-regional and inter-county route under state transportation codes. This would allow for highway 
improvements that would relieve traffic congestion and improve air quality in the Central Valley. Existing law 
requires that certain transportation funds be made available for transportation capital improvement projects to be 
programmed and expended in specified amounts for interregional and regional improvements, including state 
highway routes that are included in the interregional road system. AB 2143 would include State Highway Route 
43, which runs through the counties of Kings, Kern, Fresno and Tulare, as an eligible interregional and inter-
county route. 
 
AB 2322 (passed, 12-0; Transportation Committee): AB 2322 enhances accountability regarding motorized 
vehicles sold in California by requiring the manufacturer, distributor, or dealer of motorized vehicles – such as 
the increasingly-popular motorized scooters we see many children riding – that are not already subject to 
registration or identification under the Vehicle Code to register with the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
AB 2603 (passed, 9-0, Judiciary Committee): AB 2603 contains intent language stating: “It is the intent of the 
Legislature to address the needs of property owners and tenants for safe rental housing consistent with the 
goals and purposes of the Megan’s law sex offender registration requirement and state civil rights laws.” The 
fight to protect our families, especially our children, from sex offenders is an ongoing one. This bill is not a done 
deal yet, and I will continue to work with all the stakeholders involved in order to find the best approach possible 
to this problem, throughout the legislative process. 
 
AB 2784 (passed, 10-3; Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee): AB 2784 extends the sunset date of the Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Act and the Off-Highway Vehicle Commission (within the State Department 
of Parks and Recreation). The new concurrent sunset date of January 1, 2008 facilitates the legislature receiving 
additional funding information regarding the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund. 
 
AB 2085 (passed, 18-0; Appropriations Committee): AB 2085 lowers the qualifying income threshold that 
must be met for California National Guard members to receive a grant from the Military Family Relief Fund. The 
monies in this fund are to be allocated to the Military Department to provide financial aid grants to eligible 
members of the California National Guard who (1) are California residents, (2) who have been called to active 
duty, and (3) whose military salary has decreased by 30% or more from the member's civilian salary. AB 2085 
would change one of the eligibility requirements, requiring the member's salary to only have decreased by 10% 
or more from the member's civilian salary, in order to receive a grant. 



AB 2711 (passed, 18-0; Appropriations Committee): AB 2711 eliminates the requirement for the Department 
of Financial Institutions to approve payment instruments. Under existing law all payment instruments must be 
approved by DFI before they can be used.  DFI must approve the original form, as well as any changes no 
matter how minor. The approval process can take anywhere from 3 days to 3 weeks, depending on how backed 
up the department is. AB 2711 will eliminate unnecessary and burdensome regulations on businesses utilizing 
payment instruments while maintaining the safeguards currently required on the forms. 
For more information on any of these bills, please contact my legislative staff in Sacramento. 
 
NOW, TO THE REST OF MY WEEK IN SACRAMENTO 
On Monday morning, Crime Victims United of California (CVUC) honored me as their “Legislator of the 
Year” for the second consecutive year. 
 
The presentation of the award occurred during a daytime program, outside the State Capitol. As part of 2006 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (April 23-29), the CVUC held its 17th Annual Victims’ March on the 
Capitol, sponsored by the California Correctional Peace Officers Association (CCPOA). During the 
program, the groups commended my strong support of crime victims and the tough stance I have taken on 
public safety issues. 
 
I felt truly honored to receive this award, but we need to continue the fight for crime victims and sound public 
safety policy. It proved very inspiring to see so many people rallying together, all with the strongest intentions of 
making life safer for our children, families, and communities.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
The Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce sent a delegation to Sacramento for a legislative summit 
held by the California Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber paid me a visit to talk about some of its concerns 
and legislative priorities. I would like to thank Debra Moreno, Steven Teglia, Greg Bynum, Les Clark, Jan 
Bans, and Cal Rossi for taking the time to update me on the Chamber’s activities. 
 
To read more about the Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce, please take a look at their web site 
http://www.bakersfieldchamber.org/ 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Although my week was a busy one, one thing I would like to highlight is my participation in some of the events 
surrounding Latina Action Day. I attended a budget briefing on the way in which the state budget impacts 
Latinas and working families. I served as a panelist at this event, and really enjoyed spending time taking 
questions and discussing various budgetary issues with the over 400 Latina advocates who attended the panel. 
 
Latina Action Day is a tremendous learning experience for so many of our young women and I encourage 
anyone interested in participating to take time and view the following informational web site: 
http://www.latinas.org/ 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Toward the middle of the week, I met with constituents from the 30th Assembly District as they were in 
Sacramento representing the Consumer Attorneys of California (CAOC). Each year the CAOC tracks 
hundreds of bills in both the Senate and the Assembly, and its membership wanted to discuss some of the 
legislative issues with which they are engaged. 
 
To find out more about the CAOC, please access their web site http://www.caoc.com/ca/ 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
At a hearing of the Budget Subcommittee Number 4, I won inclusion of budget language that will bring long 
overdo cost-of-living adjustments (COLA) to community correctional facilities (CCF’s) in six cities including 
Coalinga, Delano, and Shafter. The motion to include the budget language passed by a vote of 5-0 during the 
committee hearing. 
 
CCF’s have been around for almost fifteen years, but have received only one cost-of-living adjustment to offset 
price increases absorbed by these communities to house inmates. This funding increase is long overdue, and I 
hope the Department of Corrections remains vigilant in honoring future increases when the Department 
receives one. 
 
Community correctional facilities represent a partnership between the state government and local 
communities that provides the state with a lower-cost alternative to house its inmates. The absence of necessary 
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cost-of-living adjustments for these CCF’s, though, has placed a tremendous burden on the residents of local 
communities, as the general funds of these localities have been used to cover costs the state should incur. By 
dipping into their general funds, local governments are left with far less money to fund a number of public 
services including police officers and firefighters. 
 
We cannot place this state responsibility on local governments, or else we risk doing a great disservice to these 
communities. The state asked these communities to partner with the state and its time the Department of 
Corrections began living up to its end of the bargain. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
I also had the opportunity to meet with Dr. Hiro Horikoshi, President of the Sankyo Pharma Research 
Institute (SPRI). Dr. Horikoshi is one of the most renowned researchers in the fields of diabetes, reproductive 
endocrinology, and cardiovascular research.  
 
Dr. Horikoshi provided me with an introduction to his research institute, which is also a strong partner with the 
State of California in the fields of science and medicine.  
 
To learn more about the amazing strides being made by Dr. Horikoshi and his research institute, please check 
out the following web site: http://www.sankyopharma.com/ 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Last night, I attended the Hanford Mainstreet Annual Dinner, during which, Main Street Hanford provided me 
with an overview of the past year and an outline of their goals for the coming year. 
 
And earlier today, I spoke at a meeting with Kings County Department Managers at their brown bag lunch, 
held at the Kings Civic Center. I updated the group on the debate over infrastructure bonds and on the status 
of my legislative package. 
 
*****UPCOMING EVENT***** 
Veterans have given so much to us. Now, it’s time to give a little back to them. I would like to invite you to attend 
“hire a hero, hire a vet”, a job and resource fair for veterans, National Guard and reservists who have recently 
returned from active duty. This is your chance to meet with employers face to face. The event is May 4 at the 
Kings County Fairgrounds in Hanford. It starts at 9 a.m. For more information, please call my office. 
 
Hire a Hero, Hire a Vet 
Kings County Fairgrounds 
Thursday May 4 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
(559) 585-7170 
 
*****UPCOMING EVENT***** 
Confused by Medicare’s new prescription drug benefit? You’re not alone, but help is available. Figuring out 
which plan is best for you may not be easy, and waiting too long could be expensive. If you want answers, 
please attend a Medicare workshop, Friday May 5. We’ll be at the Bakersfield Senior Center from 9 a.m. to 3. 
For more information, please call my office. 
 
You need to decide, but you don’t have to do it alone. 
 
Medicare Workshop 
Bakersfield Senior Center 
530 4th St.  
9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(661) 334-3745 
 
COMMUNITY GROUP HIGHLIGHT 
The California Coalition for Youth's (CCY) mission is to be the PLACE that improves and empowers the lives 
of California's youth by: 
 

• Partnering with youth 
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• Linking with youth-serving programs throughout California 
• Advocating for youth rights 
• Connecting youth to resources 
• Educating communities, policymakers, and stakeholders 

 
The CCY also coordinates a statewide, toll free, 24-hour, confidential phone crisis line available to young people 
between the ages of 12-24, and concerned friends and family members. CCY provides crisis intervention 
counseling on many issues including family problems, sexual assault, eating disorders, teen pregnancy, 
substance abuse, suicide and more. CCY offers support, encouragement, and referrals to youth needing 
assistance or in crisis situations. The California Youth Crisis Line connects an average of 12,000 callers with 
vital resources annually. Agencies as well as young adults from every county in California use the Crisis Line's 
toll-free number, 1-800-843-5200. 
 
INTERESTING LINK 
I would like to direct everyone to a very interesting and educational web site, www.leginfo.ca.gov. In accessing 
this web site, which is even used by many seasoned legislative veterans in Sacramento, people can learn more 
about the legislative process and the kinds of bills being carried by members of the legislature. People can also 
find the contact information for a given member….or if you do not know who your representatives are, you can 
find out that information, too. 
 
I hope you check this site out, because it can serve as a tremendous resource, especially for students working 
on their social studies and civics homework and projects!!!! 
 
NEED HOMEWORK HELP? 
The California State Library has made available through their website a new service called Live Homework 
Help. This service enables students to connect on-line with a tutor for assistance with homework questions. 
Supported by Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) federal funding, students can access Live Homework 
Help through 28 California public libraries. It is important to note that the tutors who respond to student questions 
are screened, trained, and closely monitored.  

Live Homework Help is easy! Log on to http://www.library.ca.gov/tutor/ from your computer any time between 
1:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. and follow the simple setup instructions. 

MEETING REQUESTS 
If you or your organization would like to set up a time to meet with me or would like for me to attend an event you 
are sponsoring, please feel free to contact my Executive Secretary Ellen Manolis at (916) 319-2030 or by e-
mail at Ellen.Manolis@asm.ca.gov .   

INTERNS WANTED 
I am accepting applications for the fall internship program in my Hanford, Bakersfield and Sacramento offices. 
Candidates should be residents of the 30th Assembly District, possess solid research and communication skills, 
and have a strong interest in public policy and political issues facing the Central Valley. Applications can be 
found by going to: http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30.  

For Hanford office internships contact Richard Valle at (559) 585-7170 or by e-mail at 
Richard.Valle@asm.ca.gov.  

For Bakersfield office internships contact Paula DeLaRiva at (661) 334-3745 or by e-mail at 
Paula.DeLaRiva@asm.ca.gov.  

For Sacramento office internships contact Brandon Sanders at (916) 319-2030 or by e-mail at 
Brandon.Sanders@asm.ca.gov. 
 
 ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY 
1788: Maryland became the seventh state to ratify the U.S. constitution. 
1789: A mutiny on the British ship Bounty took place when a rebel crew took the ship and set sail to Pitcairn    
          Island. The mutineers left Captain W. Bligh and 18 sailors adrift. 
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1914: W.H. Carrier patented the design of his air conditioner. 
1930: The first organized night baseball game was played in Independence, Kansas. 
1969: Charles de Gaulle resigned as president of France. 
1992: The U.S. Agriculture Department unveiled a pyramid-shaped recommended-diet chart. 

 
 

 
Bakersfield Office: 

601 24th St., 
Suite A 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 
Phone: (661) 334-3745 

Fax: (661) 334-3796  

 
Hanford Office: 
321 N. Douty St., 

Suite B 
Hanford, CA 93230 

Phone: (559) 585-7170 
Fax: (559) 585-7175  

 
Capitol Office: 

State Capitol 
P.O. Box 942849 

Sacramento, CA 94249 
Phone: (916) 319-2030 

Fax: (916) 319-2130  
 

Email: Assemblymember.Parra@assembly.ca.gov 
Web Site: http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a30/  

  
If you wish to no longer receive email notifications please click the following link to UNSUBSCRIBE 

If you wish to receive email updates in the future please click the following link to SUBSCRIBE  
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